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The Fastest
Game OFF lce

Fiddling and twiddling with the greatest.
Table hockey at the international
level is no piddling little game

By Chris Zelkovich

THIS 15 the Hall of Cities Ballroom
of the Marnoil Inn in Chacago. It hes
seen many 4 Duibnessmen’s comens
thpn in ils time, many an slegant
dimner, but never anylthing like 1his

There ae no well-drewsed sales
espcutives here inday, no ior cubes
dlinking i cockiail glasses, no slafy
speeches. The order of the day s
blue jeans amid hockey sweaters; the
deimis are swigped straaght fram the
can. Swrrowunded by the wall-Bo-wall
carpel anad the elegantly panelied
wiall are nol businessmen and paoli-
sciams, bul compeinon n the s
United Stabes Dpen Table Hockey
Tourmasmen|

This is the big tme. The LS Cpen
s the eighth major table hockey
wenament i the past thees vean
and 1he richest, with $2.000 in prize
maoney

They've oome [fom Slinosl Every
comer of the continenl. Theyve (lown
from Mew York, Maonireal and Toson-
1o, driven froen Sarmia and bussed The
1,747 mibps from Edmonton. For
many, months of preparation have
preceded Ehis svent

Irs admost midmight; the plavdowns
o decide ithe singhes winner have
been in progress for more than 10
howrs. Those still competing  have
mlaved as many as N free-minute table
hachey games — W00 mesiles ol
concenirated vwrisl movements

Girami Airmsbey ol Bdmanion has won
the st theee games n his guarier
fimal mound, has los1 bul one game
all day amd appears on s way 10 th
wermi-landds

He i an inleme competibon, sel-
dom showing emotion, seldom
ping ol am opponent b kiz weak
pesEs, Byl hes opponenis Rave pas-
e 3 weidlnies i A mechamical
one, but a paychological one

"You've played him once, Albi
says one onlooker, loud enough 1o
be heard by Alnsley. “HMe's only gol
one play. Maw poi KR il

“The leli-wing turnaround slapshiol
tipped in by the centre,” wiys anotfer
“Thait's all he's gol.™

Dihers pick up the jibes. Amley's
susceptibllity to being pevched our i

12 - weskand baguiizs. ey 11, 1FT2

beginning 1o show. In table hockey,
handleng the pressure i hall the bay
the. Ainshey’s patience b!',ﬂlf‘l! D wlar
thinner. He siars &0 srgument with
ihe rederes. He grips the contnod
knobs Eighter, starts making bad plays.

Could it be that he does have only
one play?

The piwyche job his worked, He
loses his last three games and s ot
ol the ranning, the wolirm ol Eoes-
surg and the eftecls of & three-day
bus ride

He and Brian Carp, both siudents
a1 Vicloris Composite High School in
Edmonton, po1 ofl the bus from Al
berta the previows morming alter fman-
aging only three hours sleep

“It cost s about 5300 apiece for
rhis.” Carp says, adjusiong the fape on
his wrist, “Bul i1 was worth it We
winuld hawe been in betser shape il we
had had more sleep, though.'

The pair have been praciming four
hours 3 week (or the pasi tao months
im preparabion for this tournament,
and both agree than the invesiment in
lime and money was wioihwhile

“We came here lor 2 number af
reasors,” Andley wvs. “Competition,
fum, a vacabion irom school and may
be v prove thal we'e as pood as
amy of thesd guive

“I gon'l e whede ey e mEoch
ier Ehan Been andl | We got & ligele
mad reading those magarmes thal sasd
these guys were 30 good

Cap amd Awncley are dypical ol
mary who travel 10 ke table hockey
murmamenls They'vie hagnd aboul 1he
big names arad want 0 prove hat
they can play & well as anyong

Allam Byan & sporiowriler  froem
Tewowitn, gl on the WUFREmEnE o
ihE LEmE wiy

‘s mone & ool thing with me
nivw  tham amyvihing ehe” he san
‘Ewerpbody starts ol with their base-
ment league and then mavbe 3 nesgh-
bomoad league. Then vou resd that
wi-and- has wan the Warld Table
Hockey Asociation championthip,

Your firmd reachion s OuliagEe
What! How can these guyd Wy
they e woild champs! They haven't
Mayed wi wel" S5 vou dave up and
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wmhmm%wm.::
“em. Exeepl you udual oull that
these guys really are good.”

He smoothes out hiy engineer’s
cap, chugs on a beer and heads for
his room. “I've been to seven lour-
namenits,” he adds, “1 guess I've won
l;:!iﬂiu?w;;n.wmu

abwiays up drinking oo
much.”

In front ol another quarser-final
game, & of

pushing
time . . ." The reporter ngds in undes-
standing.

Table hockey plavers enjoy plaving
ap b0 their public image.

John Curran of Monbreal is baitling
Mew Yorker Mel Friedman in another
quarter-final round. Curran iz wnde-
feated after five quarter-final games
while Friedman has lost just once —
o Curran.

Friedman, who recenily sbandoned
wearing 4 goalie’s mask while play-
ing. sprinkles his handy with baby
powder. He wishes Curran the best of
lwck. Curran mods.,

“Mice shot,” Friedman says as play
starts, “Mice iowch. Good pass. Ooh,
pood wvel” He, oo, i sttempling the
psyche, but it bsa't working. Cuntan
enecutes play aher play, exhibiting
champiorship passing skill. With two
minutes lelt in the game, he scones
on a tip=in o advance 1o the semi-
fimals

A T-year-obd student ol Dawson
Collége, Curren has & much desire
b wein 1his towmdament as armvone. He
was the victim of an historic fifth-
overame loss 1o fellow Monirealker
Mile Ettinger in the 1974 Canadian
Open at Loyola College. He has
accomplished much in the world af
table hockey in a very short time.

“I've played sance | was 4 kid," he
says, "and when | hesrd about the
first loumament ai Loyola Lat year
| figured | was pretiy good, so | went
Bui | didnt do oo weell, | didn ko
any plays or anything. These guys
were something el

Spurred by hes poor showing at the
1973 Open, Curran worked on- hig
plays in preparation for this year's
tourney, After his hean:breaking boss
1o Ettinger, the ewenlual champion,
he ook the eamings from his paper
route and hesded ior Chicago. En
role, ke ran into the table hockey
player’s old nemesis — public opin-
woan.

I sure had troubde going through
Customs,” he laaghs. “The gy jusi
wonlldn't believe thad | was coming
here 10 play table hockey. | finally
had to show him a magazine | had in
my suilcase. He ket me through, bt
he was still looking kinda funry at
e

The iournament s a1 he semi-linal
slage now wiath Curran lacing Albi
Gom ol Mew York, The other semi-

ﬁndhuln-'l'm Hl;ﬁl.ll'm.ﬂﬂll.

figures, Dean "B Thumbs" Muench,

Iy now past 1:30 AM, The lengih
of the day s beginning io show on
the competiton, ally Curran,
whose eyes ane pu from 12 and
a half hours of table hockey.

Gomn and Curran are conbrashs in
style. Cwman sits while playing. Gom
stanthi. Curran herabds his goals with
a barely-discernible nod, Gom with
a loud clap of his hands and a cheer,

Curram wins the first game 7-2, but
Corm takes the seconed 4-3, Pricr o
the start of the third and deciding
game, Gom gets a shoulder massage
Ir-n-m Friedman.

SO, Albi baby,” Fredman sayi,
o got him row.”™

Curran s alone, Mosi of the Cana-
dians have long since left, The major-
iy of the spectaiors are cheering lor
the American bay.

A txpin goal sarky in the first fve-
minute pevsod gives. Curran the lead.
Just befose the end of the period, a
Curran pass ticochets off the boards
into Gomn's nel Cufran throws his
hands wp to his eyes, all but apolo-

:n:llu for e snll

s the second pencd starls, the
plmurl.- u eiched mare vividly on
the faces of the competiion. The
winner of this game i guamanbesd
$200 and a orack &t the $500 firsa
prire, nol i sprak of a mention in
ihe annals ol table hockey. The louer
wins either 375 or 525 and the mem-
ories of a "rr1||s=ed4l4ﬂ‘-lhir-ﬂ1ud1l'
b & Many & p | Rkl Binck-

- :h;mp has been rumned by the
© pressune.

The pair exchange goak early in
the second peried before Gorn comes
within one goal by scoring lrom the
point. Pressure mownts as (he thied
perigd  starts. Both play  consend-
tively, meither willing to take a gamble
that could leave a vulnerable opening.

Curran i within a minule and a
half af victary when Gom scones to
tie the game. The cheers have banely
died when Gorn scores directly Trom
the facenll, He now leads 4-3

Faced with the reality of defeal,
Curran abandons his defensive play
and goes on the attack. He hurly a
barrage of shots at Gorn, but the Mew
Yorkar i able to tarm them all aside

A coupbe of fast goals . _ . they kill-
ed me,” Curtsn says aiter the game
“I'my awhally tired. posn . . bt Pmonot
using that az an excise "

Ap 330, after 14 hours of play,
Gorm defeats Muoench 0 win e
championshap, on dheer endurance
il nothing etse. His hand of supporters
are jubilant and plans are hastily
hesng made fon 3 viclony party

Look, why don't you come up 1o
my room after.” says Friedman 1o one
wpectalor, “I've god 3 game up there
W can play 4 fow games, have 3
drink 4

Friedman, a wowng businesumen
Ipmmm Mewe York, s a1 fhe bournamenl
1o eleiirm wip inberesa in the Prolessional
Table Hockey Association bour he

Contanused

S ——— P |
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They sweated
like real
hockey players

plans 1o open this September in To-
ronto. He's been referred 10 as the
Gary Davidson of 1able hockey

Friedman recently sold his garment
business in New York and now claims
he has enough monev 1o last him the
rest of hic life. So he's doing what
he likes most — playing table hockey
He also claims that he's got $100,000
behind him and the 10-city tour he
has planned will offer $50.000 in
prizes. Most of 1able hockey's upper
echelon regard him with something
more than skepticism

“Table hockey can make it as a
business,” he says. “There's no limit
10 how far 11 can go. |ust look at
what the competition does for players
I've been playing for only three vears
and already I'm great. Another year
and nobody will be able to beat me.”

Nine hours later, play starts in the
doubles tournament, with two players
operating the «ix control knobs in-
stead ol one

At one lable a member of the
Brooklyn Raccoons cheers on a team-
mate, honking an old Model T horn
every lime a goal is scored. One of
the Ractoons' opponents, who has
just been defeated. tears off his golf
glove in_ disgust

“I practised for-two hours a day
for the last month on a Bobby Hull
game.” he cries. “l cant play on
this.”" Next year, he’ll practise on the
Coleco game, which is used at the
US and Canadian Opens

At another table, Montrealer Tony
Higgins is working out the final de-
tails with his partner in the doubles
competition. A 19-year-old student
alt Dawson College. Higgins is one
of the new addicts to the game

“I went to-the tournament this year
at Loyola,” he says. “just for some-
thing different. But it didn’t work out
that way. | went 10 New York last
month and now I'm here. 100

‘The people here are so fnendlv
If yvou go to one lournament you'll
g0 1o two and then three. | know
I'm hooked ™

The Brooklyn Raccoons are back in
action again, with the Ross Avenue
Rangers from Sarnia as their oppo-
nents. The Rangers, in real life Larry
Percival and Bev Fraser, loaded them-
selves, their uniforms and their wives
mlo a car and drove the 363 miles
to Chicago for the tournament. This

is their first taste of big-league table
hockey.

“You've got 1o come to something
like this to believe i1, says Fraser.
“We played one team and these
guys were swealing and breathing
heavy like they were playing real
hockey."”

“Some of these guys are a lot better
than we thought anyone was,” adds
Percival. “We figured we were pretly
good, so when we saw an ad for the
tournament we came down. It was a
five-hour drive.”

“Besides,” Fraser says, “what else
is there to do on a weekend?”

Play is starting at another table
with Bob Delaney and myself, repre-
senting the Miniature Hockey League
of Montreal, battling a pair of Chica-
goans. | am playing because Delaney’s
regular partner, Chris “The Phantom™
Fernandez was unable to make the trip
south. We complete the preliminary
round undefeated in five games

“Great,” says Delaney. “This is the,

first time I've ever had a partner that
was hot.” Delaney is a 21-year-old
physics major at Loyola College and
the organizer of what is generally re-
garded as the classiest table hockey
tournament in existence — the Cana-
dian Open

He planned and worked for more
than a vear for the 1974 1ournament
and presented compeltitors with well-

trained uniformed male referees,
female scorekeepers and a set of
statistics that would make any profes-
sional sport blush. (For instance: the
fastest goal ever scored in the Cana-
dian Open play was by Jack “Studs’
Fleming of Toronto, after one second
of play.)

Why would someone who should
know better devote so much time to
such a frivolous pastime?

“1 enjoy it he says. “Il"s gratifying,
to look at a job well done and be
able to say that you did it. Besides,
I'm on an ego trip like everyone else.”

One of Delaney's goals is to get as
much publicity for table hockey as
possible. That's the only way 1o keep
it growing, he says.

“Take any random city and you'll
find a bunch of nuts playing table
hockey in somebody's basement
probably with a schedule, trophies
and statistics.

“But all of them think that they're
the only nuts in the world who do it
So they get hold of an article on table
hockey and realize they aren’t. There's
nothing more encouraging than find-
ing out you're not the only nut in the
world.”

Most of the publicity about table
hockey is turned out by a New York-
based hockey magazine called Ac-
tion Sports Hockey. Its publisher
44-year-old Robert Stampleman, i<

CHRYSLER

14 - Washend Magarine, Moy 25, 1974

The outside story.
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recognized as one of the fathers of
organized table hockey. The other is
its co-editor, Stan Fischler, and both
have been honored by having trophies
for the US Open named after them.

Stampleman, who was raised in
Montreal, is a close-shaven, short-
haired executive who is always the
only person wearing a business suit
at table hockey tournaments. He's
the game's token establishment type.

He, Fischler, and a handful of
friends held an unofficial world cham-
pionship in Fischler's apartment six
years ago and within two years it had
grown so large, they had to move the
tournament to a New York hotel,

“The whole thing started out as a
social event,” he explains. “But it just
grew and grew until it got out of
hand.” i

The four lournament organizers in
New York, Montreal, Chicago and
Detroit have recently formed an alle-
giance of sorts. Their tournaments
will operate under a standard set of
rules and a referees’ association has
been created. The four groups have
mailing lists with over 1,000 names.

But despite Friedman's claims, a
professional tour seems to be beyond
reality.

“I can see more and bigger tourna-
ments and possibly a world cham-
pionship,” Stampleman says. “But
pro 1able hockey — no way. Even big

prize money is all but impossible. To
have the money for that sort of thing,
you need spectators — lots of them.

“And- lable hockey is just not a

spectator sport.”
. It is a participation sport, though,
the type of activity anyone with able
wrists and a penchant for the off-beat
can enjoy.

The phenomenal growth of table
hockey in the past three years has
turned into a bonanza for manufac-
turers. Coleco, Canada, Limited re-
ported an increase in sales of more
than 50 percent in 1972. Brian Tlarke,
executive vice-president of Coleco,
says that sales should increase by at
least 25 percent this year. The largest
growth has occurred in the sales of
the expensive table models — the
type used by serious lahle hockey
players.

Munro Games, which -.aupplles the
WTHA with games for its tournaments,
has experienced similar increases,
Munro is making a determined effort
to make its model the regulation
game for all tournaments.

It's now past 9 o’clock and, as ex-
pected, the team of Mark Abkowitz
and David Feinberg from Lexington,
Massachusetts, has won the doubles
championship. They've beaten every-
one; Carp and Ainsley, Percival and
Fraser, and yes, even Delaney and my-
self have fallen. It's really nothing new,

Abkowitz and Feinberg have not lost

a doubles tournament in the last two .

years.

The ballroom starts 1o clear Carp
and Ainsley are heading for the bus
terminal for another three days on the
road. Percival and Fraser are on a high-
way somewhere between Chicago
and Sarnia. Jim Alderdice is on his
way back to Nelson, BC. Others are
heading for hotel rooms, friends’
houses and the airport.

Tournament organizers have start-

ed folding up games and cleaning up

the room, getfing it back into conven-
tion shape. Friedman is still here, solic-
iting members for the PTHA.

And Cliff Whitehorn, an unemploy-
ed Torontonian, is talking about the
plans he has for the Canadian Table
Hockey Association and its mid-April
tournament at the Four Seasons Hotel
in Toronla.

“l don't like working at anything
else,” he says. “Right now, I'm doing
nothing but trying to get our 1able
hockey company going.’

Rolling a cigarette and pausing
pensively, he intones, "l just want
to do my thing, so | can let table
hockey do its thing” He looks me
straight in the eye, "I take table hock-
ey seriously,” he says.q

Chris Zelkovich is a writer
living in Montreal.

Where To Write For
Tournament Information

CANADIAN OPEN

{Loyola College, Montreall

Miniature Hockey League,

12 Fourth Ave. S.,

Roxboro, Que. H8Y 2M2

CTHA

|Toronto]

236 Broadway Ave.,

Toronto, Ont. MaP 1V9

US OPEN

[Chicagol

Rick Sorci,

730 N. Hicks Rd.,

Palatine, lllinois 60067

MAESTRO CUP

|Detroit]

Sidney Stutz,

2432 Crooks Rd., Apt. 37,

Troy, Michigan 48084

PTHA

110 cities, including Montreal
and Toronto]

Box 2818,

Grand Central Stn.,

New York, New York 10017

s .
Beavutiful.

The inside ry.

This is Duster style. Smart looking
sports coupe with a solid feel, and tor-
sion bars for smooth handling. Inside,
Duster Caravan Special is something
else again. With super caravan striped
interior that is bound to brighten your
driving hours. And like every Plymouth
built in North America, our small sassy
new Plymouth Duster Caravan Special
is economical and has sure-starting
Electronic Ignition.

Plymouth
Duster

Carauan

Special
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