






India’s Gifts to
the GlobalVillage

By Lou Marinoff, Professor of Philosophy,
The City College of NewYork, USA

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
three outstanding Germanic thinkers -
Frederick Nietzsche,Thomas Mann, and
Oswald Spengler - independently foresaw
the decline ofWestern civilization.

Although undeniably correct in their
prognostications, they neither envisaged
nor addressed the complementary and
concomitant rise of Asia. Fast-forward to
the 1960s, when Canadian media theorist
Marshall Mcluhan coined the term ‘global
village,’ and most Asian nations still lagged
far behind theWest in terms of cultural
dynamism and economic development. But
during the past few decades the tide of
globalization has dramatically turned.The

West’s decline has become more palpable
and precipitous, while Asia’s rise is
undeniable and ineluctable.The BRIC has
emerged as a major constellation of
developing nations, and India is showing
every sign of becoming a leading player on
the 21st century’s global stage.

India and China are the two most populous
nations on earth, as well as two of the
planet’s most ancient civilizations. Both
have been long-sustained by their
indigenous philosophical systems –
Confucianism,Taoism and (intermittently)
Buddhism in China, and a tapestry of
interwoven ‘schools’ on the subcontinent,
manifested in Hinduism and associated
religions, and grounded inVedic philosophy.
India and China have both endured political
occupation, economic exploitation, and
religious proselytization by various foreign
powers.Yet their national characters have
been conserved.They both regained their
independence in the late 1940s, and
adopted distinctively different models of
governance. Now they are both thriving
economically, exerting ever-increasing
influence in and on the global economy.

‘Indian civilization will make its
presence increasingly felt in the global
village’
Lou Marinoff, Professor of Philosophy,The City
College of NewYork, USA

Lou Marinoff, Professor of Philosophy,
The City College of NewYork, USA
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In a previous Horasis Report on the Global
China Business Meeting (Lisbon, November
2009), I contributed an article concerning
the influence of Chinese philosophy on the
West. In this Report, I would like to
celebrate India’s philosophical gifts - not
only to theWest, but to the global village
entire.While there has been a good deal of
discussion and admiration of India’s
emergent role in IT, and of the outsourcing
that has become a driver of Indian growth,
we should not lose sight of a much earlier
and more long-standing phenomenon: the
world-wide dissemination of Indian
philosophy, and its uplifting and enduring
impact on humanity. India represents an
eclectic mosaic of religions, cultures,
ethnicities and spiritual practices. A great
civilization took root in the IndusValley
perhaps ten thousand years ago, during the

late Neolithic revolution. It evolved and
bequeathed to humanity an incomparably
rich mythology and advanced philosophy,
embodied in the voluminousVedas.The
indigenous Indian religions are social mani-
festations of schools of Indian philosophy
emanating fromVedic lore, and its
culmination in the Upanishads.

In contrast to the Abrahamic faiths, which
are paradigms of monotheism (one God,
one prophet, one book), the polytheism and
pluralism of indigenous Indian philosophies
are mind-expanding.Westerners have
learned of nine recognized ‘traditions’ or

‘This is a time of distinct economic
uncertainty’
Javier Garoz, Chief Operating Officer,Telvent, Spain

Miryam Sanchez Porcel, Director General,
ValdemingûmezTechnology Park, Spain

Yatindra R Sharma, Joint Managing Director,
KHS, India

Tom Redburn, Managing Editor, International
HeraldTribune, France

John Cook and Jitesh Gadhia Satish Batra, Chairman, Horizon Group, -
‘how will India achieve its growth objectives'
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‘schools’ in Indian philosophy, six orthodox
and three heterodox.The orthodox schools
that accept the authority of theVedas are
Nyaya,Vaisesika, Samkhya,Yoga, Mimamsa,
andVedanta.These schools are interrelated,
and highly nuanced.Yet their common spirit
is shaped and pervaded by a trio of immortal
works –the Bhagavad Gita, the Upanishads,
and theYoga Sutras of Patanjali – beacons of
spiritual light to all humanity.The heterodox
schools, which rejectVedic authority, are
Carvaka, Jainism, and Buddhism. Carvaka is
a form of materialism, which even Buddha
lambasted for its immorality. Jains are
renowned for their practice of ahimsa, non-
harm to all sentient beings, a practice which
many Buddhists also share.

It is fascinating that the orthodox Indian
schools regard the so-called ‘heterodox’

schools that rejectVedic authority as part of
Vedic tradition nonetheless. If theVedanta is
truly the ‘summit of knowledge’ – that is,
of knowledge conducive to spiritual progress
and reunion with the Godhead – then
everything after theVedas must be contained
or presaged in theVedas. Perhaps this is why
so many Indian faiths, especially in contrast
to the Abrahamic ones, are seemingly open
to everything. Not confined to ‘one God,
one prophet, one book,’ they blissfully
absorb ‘all Gods, all prophets, all books.’
Only in India can someone who rejects the
Vedas still be considered an adherent of the
Vedas.This ancient and enchanting open-
ness is reflected in the Bhagavad Gita, when
Krishna declares to Arjuna,‘By whatever
path they follow, they come to me at last.’

In terms of cosmic pathways, modern
science agrees more closely withVedic
cosmology than with any other of antiquity.
The kalpa, or age of the universe, is of
closer order of magnitude to current
scientific calculation than any other ancient
estimate.The cyclical nature of theVedic
picture, in which the universe passes
through vast cycles of development, decay,

‘Madrid will serve as important base
for Indian firms to explore the
European market’
Esperanza Aguirre, President, Community of
Madrid, Spain

Esperanza Aguirre, President, Community of Madrid, welcoming participants

Sonya Madeira, President, Rice Communications,
Singapore, taking notes

Anupam Sibal, Group Medical Director,Apollo
Hospitals Group, India

Sriram Chandresekaran, Chief Executive Officer,
Broadvision Group, debating globalization
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destruction, and rebirth, is thoroughly
compatible with current cosmological
thought. Indian insight into the nature of
the phenomenal world, the orders of beings
it contains, and the laws governing not only
their physical but also their soulful inter-
actions, is truly profound. From this
cosmology springs a complex theology
and nuanced philosophy, possibly the oldest
philosophy known to man.The spiritual
richness of India more than offsets its
socio-economic disparities.To digest and
experience the Bhagavad Gita (among other
great Indian books) as a work of practical
wisdom for one’s life is also to fall in love
with Indian philosophy for life, and to share
its conviction that there is nothing else
worth knowing in this life.

Alexander the Great reached and occupied
part of India, but left little trace of his
teacher’s – Aristotle’s – philosophical
tradition.The Macedonian conqueror came
east not to build Lyceums, but to destroy

the Persian Seleucid dynasty that had almost
toppled Athens and theWest.When India
was finally ready to absorb Aristotle, he
appeared in the form of the British Empire.
Britain’s dominance of global sea lanes,
and the docility of millions of Indians in
permitting the English to rule their sub-
continent (for a short while) allowed the
British East India Company to monopolize
India’s cotton and salt markets, and more
notoriously to create a microstate of opium
addicts in China, coercing Indian farmers to
grow the opium poppy.Yet India absorbed
the English language, which helped unify
its five hundred tongues and innumerable
dialects, absorbed the British Civil Service
and its Mandarin model of government,
and began to absorbWestern democracy,
science, technology, commerce, and
education. (It appears to have absorbed
some bureaucracy, too.)

India’s capacity for absorption seems
boundless.The all-embracing worldview of
theVedas remains effortlessly receptive to
‘all Gods, all prophets, all books,’ and
remains tolerant of all interpretations of
everything, including itself. Indian philosophy
views the cosmos as a theatric spectacle,
where illusory matter meets playful spirit
and where material bodies are but castaway

Sushil Premchand, President, PRS Services, Switzerland and Perry Madan, Executive Director, Elixir, India
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garbs for souls, which skip on stepping
stones of lifetimes to their serendipitous
immersion in Brahma’s sea of light and love.
Ideas are the emanations of divine con-
sciousness, not the tokens of academic
dispute. So Indians exposed to modern
Western mathematics and physics absorbed
them with great facility – on the foundations
of their more ancient mathematical prowess
– and began to make significant contributions
themselves in the 20th century, from
Srinivasa Ramanujan’s representation of�
to Subramanyan Chandrasekhar’s physics of
black holes.

Scattered drops of Indian culture had rained
on the 19th-centuryWest, preceding the
20th century’s monsoon. Inconsolable
Arthur Schopenhauer recognized Indian
philosophy as a panacea against suffering,
while Russian theosophist George Ivanovitch
Gurdjieff sought mystic revelation in the
East. Canadian physician R. M. Bucke
embarked on a lifelong spiritual pilgrimage
after a spontaneous kundalini experience
opened his crown chakra. But when the
Indian yogiVivekananda settled in New
England in the early 1900s, he was probably

regarded as a cultural freak. It was during
this period that Rudyard Kipling predicted
of East andWest that ‘never the twain shall
meet.’ As it turned out, Kipling was a far
better poet than prophet.

An Indian named Mohandas Gandhi, trained
in British law and Socratic philosophy, and
influenced by New England idealist Henry
DavidThoreau’s treatise on nonviolent civil

Dorian Bishop,Chief Executive Officer,BV Capital
Group,Andorra - what can Indian entrepreneurs
learn from their global counterparts?

Alfredo Bonet, Director General, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Spain

Discussion during a break

On the sidelines of the Global Indian Business Meeting
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disobedience, absorbed these teachings and
blended them with austere Hindu practices.
Over decades, Gandhi cultivated enough
spiritual force, and attracted sufficient
followers, to convince the British to
relinquish India pacifically and graciously.
Gandhi’s form of militant but nonviolent
resistance to oppression – ‘Satyagraha,’ or
unflinching adherence to truth – was also
adapted in the United States by Martin
Luther King Jr., who found it equally
effective in catalyzing civil rights for African
Americans. Although both Gandhi and King
were assassinated, their moral influence on
the global village is imperishable.

Nowadays New England, like America coast
to coast, abounds with gurus, ashrams, and
yoga camps of every kind.The 1960s was
the pivotal decade during which Asian
philosophies – Hinduism, Buddhism,Taoism
– pervaded mainstreamWestern culture,
thanks partly to celebrity musicians, poets,
and authors who took them up for the
sake of their own spiritual development,
popularizing them in the process.These
practices paid large dividends for their
artistic development too.

In pop music,The Beatles and their involve-
ment with Maharishi MaheshYogi imported
transcendental meditation wholesale into
Western public consciousness. On Chicago’s
legendary South Side, the Paul Butterfield
Blues Band recorded their East-West
album, whose title track blended Dixieland
with raga. Sri Chinmoy became the guru of
jazz-rock fusion guitarist John McLaughlin.
Jazz immortalsWayne Shorter, Herbie
Hancock, and Larry Coryell discovered
Nichiren Buddhism – a Japanese tradition

based the Lotus Sutra – which elevated
their energy, clarity, and creativity, and
inspired their musical evolution.Thanks to
the genius of Ravi Shankar, Indian classical
music also became well-known in theWest,
attracting the likes of violinistYehudi
Menuhin, whose recordings with Shankar are
celebratory meetings of India’s ancient and
Europe’s more recent classical traditions.
Al Di Meola and L. (Lakshminarayana)
Subramaniam further fusedWestern and
Indian forms. Intellectual Richard Alpert
reincarnated himself as Ram Dass. A
triumvirate of generation-defining Jewish
poets – Allen Ginsberg, Bob Dylan, and
Leonard Cohen – all flirted with Buddhism,
as India’s extended family of philosophies
migrated to theWest.The industry of Indian

‘It is time to bring down existing
barriers since multilateral trade will
accelerate the process of recovery while
the reverse will slacken the pace’
Niraj Sharan, Chairman,Aura, India

Continuing discussions over lunch

Reception at the 2010 Global India Business Meeting
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gurus burgeoned too.The orange-clad
sunsyasin of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, the
blissed-out premies of Guru Maraji, the
Hare-Krishna chanters of Swami Prabhupada,
along with eclectic dharma bums and
die-hard hippies, all received, absorbed,
reflected, and transmitted sat-sang into
Western thought.

And because Indian philosophy is so well-
attuned to the fundamental vibrations that
create, sustain, and annihilate the cosmos,
Western physics and Indian cosmology also
merged in the atomic age.When Robert
Oppenheimer, the ‘father’ of the A-bomb,
witnessed the first nuclear detonation at
Alamogordo, New Mexico, he was moved
to think not of Prometheus stealing fire
from the gods, but of Krishna metamor-
phosing into Kali, the goddess of destruction,
and of her terrible words to an awestruck
Arjuna:‘Now I am becomeTime, the
destroyer of worlds.’The next generation of
this lineage is more pacific. David Bohm, a
student of Oppenheimer’s, who subsequently
revealed the implicate order and discovered
the quantum potential, also teamed up with
Indian guru Jiddu Krishnamurti to develop
dialogues on education and betterment for
a global humanity.

Indian civilization will make its presence
increasingly felt in the global village. But
India’s greatest gift of all may be among its
most ancient: Buddhism.Viewed in one
way, Buddhism is a world religion, deeply
embedded in Asia and increasingly popular
in the post-ChristianWest.Viewed another
way, Buddhism is a heterodox school of
Indian philosophy:Vedanta without
theology; Nirvana without a Godhead;
karma as volition instead of fate. Siddhartha
Gautama reformed orthodox Indian
philosophy without schism, revolution or
bloodshed. He crafted a universal and
perennial humanistic philosophy that – true
to its tolerant roots – is compatible with
everything under the sun. Expressing
compassion for all and disparagement
toward none, eliciting that which is noblest
and best in the hearts and minds of human
beings regardless of origin, and demanding
no commitment to dogma, the secular
philosophy of Buddhism is helping illuminate
the globalized world. Notwithstanding
humanity’s economic progress, there is at
every juncture a dire need for moral clarity.
Indian philosophy affords this in abundance.

Amit Shahi, Co-Chairman and Managing
Director,The IdeaWorks, India

Colin Hill, Executive Chairman, Hill & Associates,
Hong Kong SAR

Gian LucaTabarrini, Managing Director,
Ros Roca Group, Spain



When Bodhidharma ventured from India to
China in the 5th century C.E., transmitting
Buddhist lore and Dhyana yoga, (which
became ‘Chan’ in China and ‘Zen’ in Japan),
he sowed a seed that took root in the very
bedrock of East Asian philosophical culture.
By the 7th century, Mahayana Buddhism had
become ensconced in theTang Dynasty,
alongside Confucianism andTaoism, as one
of the ‘Three Jewels’ of Chinese philosophy.
Indian Buddhism was transformed in the
crucible of China, spreading to Korea, Japan,
and (centuries later) to theWest. In the
20th century, China was also instrumental
in disseminatingTibetan

Buddhism, Mahayana’s other main branch,
westward. So this heterodox yet compelling
voice of Indian philosophy, namely
Buddhism, has become a legacy to the
global village entire. As India modernizes
and adapts herself to the challenges of the
global economy, she also assumes her
rightful place as a seminal civilization, well-
spring of philosophical sagacity, absorber
and transmitter of influential cultures. Let
us celebrate India’s myriad and precious
gifts to the global village. May her venerable
wisdom traditions continue to enlighten
humanity.

Valentin Romanov, Executive Director, SUN
Group, Russia

Luis Villarroya, Chief Executive Officer, Eptisa,
Spain

Mark Runacres, India Advisor, Confederation of
British Industry, United Kingdom

Networking break
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